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To applicants 
for Canadian citizenship 


This pamphlet is intended to help you prepare 
for your hearing by a Citizenship judge. You may 
already know a lot about the topics discussed 
here. You may know exceptions to the general 
pattern presented here or you may find this pam- 
phlet too simple. In such cases, you are encour- 
aged to pursue these topics more deeply with this 
pamphlet as a guide. 


A word to other readers 


A Canadian citizen is heir to the whole history of 
Canada. Citizenship is much more than a legal 
definition of nationality. This pamphlet presents a 
few of the basics: the responsibilities and 
privileges of citizenship, the political system in 
Canada and the ways in which Canadians can 
take part in social and political affairs. Other things 
you learn about Canada will form part of your 
picture of a Canadian citizen, and what you do as 
a Canadian will contribute to the meaning of 
Canadian citizenship. 


Judge interviewing citizenship applicant 
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You and your ideas 
for Canada 


You have been here for three years at least, 
perhaps much longer. You probably have some 
good ideas for making life in Canada better for 
yourself and other people too. You might want to 
change things like school or recreation programs 
or traffic patterns — things in your neighbour- 
hood and society that affect a lot of people. 

Have you done anything about them? Did you 
know that you can? People in Canada choose 
many ways to change things for the better, like 
doing their jobs well and being devoted to their 
families, to name two of the most important ones. 
But there are many other things people do. They 
improve the school program by working as volun- 
teers in the library; they improve recreation by 
teaching the sports they know; they tell City Hall 
how to improve traffic; they serve as volunteer 
firemen in our smaller communities; and so on. It 
is important for each person to know what others 
want. They can do this by reading and writing 
letters to the newspapers, or by joining organiza- 
tions at their children’s schools (the parent- 
teacher or home-and-school associations). Often 
itis most effective to form or join a group of people 
who want the same changes. 


Voting — another way to change things 


When you become a Canadian citizen, you will 
have another way to change things. You will have 
the right to vote in democratic elections and to be 
a candidate for political office in those elections. 

Why are elections important? Because when 
we vote, we help to choose people who will make 
our laws — laws that affect our lives and rights as 
Canadians. 

Canadians have many rights embodied in our 
laws. For example, labour laws define fairness in 
the hiring and treatment of workers, and criminal 
and civil laws define fair legal process. All the 
provinces, the territories and the federal govern- 
ment also have human rights legislation of some 
kind. 

It is not the laws themselves, however, that 
guarantee your rights. After all, the laws can be 
changed. Rather, your best guarantee of your 
rights is your active interest and involvement in 
political processes such as attending community 
meetings, telling other people how you think 
things should be, taking a problem to court if 
necessary, or convincing your political represen- 
tatives to put forward your ideas. There is much 
more to politics than voting, even for the indi- 
vidual citizen, and all of it is important. 
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The responsibilities 
and privileges of citizenship 


A society changes continually, like the indi- ideas of what a citizen can do. These should do 
viduals and groups in it. As a result, our ideas of and can do activities make up the responsibilities 
whata citizen should do can change, as well as our and privileges of citizenship. 


Here are some of the rights or privileges of 
citizenship: 


to vote in federal, provincial, territorial and munic- 
ipal elections (non-Canadian residents are eligible 
to vote and run for office at the provincial, territo- 
rial and municipal levels in some areas, but not the 
federal level) 


to stand for office in these elections 


to hold a Canadian passport and return freely to 
Canada from abroad 


to own certain forms of property and commercial 
enterprises that are restricted to Canadian citizens 


membership in certain professions that are re- 
stricted to Canadian citizens 


preferred consideration for some jobs and prefer- 
red consideration for some forms of assistance 
(such as student loans and grants). 
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The last four items are good examples of areas 
where privileges tend to change. Responsibilities 
change too, or at least, what they mean to us and 
what we do to fulfil them. Nearly everyone agrees 
that the most important responsibilities of citizens 
are to do the jobs we have agreed to do, to respect 
the rights of others and to respect the law. Beyond 
that, different people have different interests. 
Many people have a keen interest in their com- 


munity and try to keep up-to-date on public is- 
sues. You might want to share your knowledge 
and experience to help solve local and national 
problems by doing something extra for your 
school or community; working for a political 
party, or running for office; joining a group that 
wants to improve our laws in various ways; telling 
others about your ideas and getting them to signa 
petition; and so on. 
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Some important things 


about voting 


Because you will be joining all the other citizens 
of Canada in helping to decide how the country is 
run, you should know some important things 
about voting. 

Governmental elections take place by secret 
ballot. That is, no one watches you vote, or can 
find out how you voted. Of course, people can 
talk about politics and share their ideas as they 
want. No one can force you to vote in any particu- 
lar way, however; and no one can force you to say 
how you voted. 

You can vote in elections at more than one level 
of government in Canada. In fact, Canada has 
three levels of government: the federal govern- 
ment for all of Canada; a government in each 
province or territory; and municipal or local gov- 
ernments for our cities, towns and rural areas. 
This system was created by the British North 
America Act of 1867, our basic legislation that sets 


out the powers of governments in Canada. 

The federal government is responsible for mat- 
ters such as foreign policy, defence, national 
economic policy and unemployment insurance. 
These areas of responsibility concern Canada asa 
whole. On the other hand, provincial and territo- 
rial governments deal by themselves with issues 
that particularly concern each province or terri- 
tory. For example, education and child welfare, 
highways and hospital care are dealt with in 
Canada on a provincial or territorial basis. Finally, 
municipal governments are responsible for public 
concerns that have to be dealt with on a local 
basis, such as streets, building regulations, recre- 
ation, garbage disposal and sewers. 

As a Canadian citizen you will be able to vote in 
all three kinds of elections: federal, provincial (or 
territorial) and municipal. 
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The people you vote for 


Most candidates for political office, especially in 
provincial and federal elections, are members of 
political parties (elections in the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories are not conducted as yet on 
a political party basis). There are several reasons 
why we have political parties. For one thing, the 
issues that any government deals with are very 
complex. No politician can look into every issue, 
so politicians share information and ideas in a 
political party. They formulate policies together 
and these make up the party’s platform. Political 
parties will welcome people like you, and encour- 
age you to help determine policies, work in elec- 
toral campaigns, and help get their candidates 
elected. 


Political parties form an essential part of our 
system of government. When you vote in a fed- 
eral or provincial election, you do not vote for a 
Prime Minister or Premier directly. (The Premier 
of a province may also be referred to as First 
Minister or Prime Minister.) Rather, you vote for 
one person to represent your electoral district 
(also called constituency or riding). After the votes 
have been counted, we see who the successful 
candidates are and which parties they belong to. 


If one party has more than half of the members 
of the House of Commons or of a provincial 
legislature, it will be the party in power and form 
the government, because it is quite sure to be able 
to pass the laws it wants and to conduct other 
business of government. When no party has a 
majority, the minority party that appears able to 
conduct government business will head the gov- 
ernment. It will need the support of members 
from one or more other parties. Even in this situa- 
tion, called minority government, it is customary 
in Canada to have just one partyin power. 


This party actually forms the government when 
the representative of the Crown, the Governor- 
General in Ottawa or a provincial Lieutenant- 


Governor, invites its leader to be the Prime Minis- 
ter or Premier. The Prime Minister or Premier in 
turn selects other members of the party in power 
to be Ministers at the head of the many depart- 
ments or ministries, like Labour, Transport, Edu- 
cation, Justice, and so on. They try to make sure 
that their departments serve the public well. Their 
other important job is to take part in Cabinet 
discussions with other Ministers and the Prime 
Minister or Premier to set the overall policies of the 
government. 

The parties which are not in power are called 
the opposition parties; the largest of these is the 
official opposition. They have a very important 
job too. Although any member of the House of 
Commons or a provincial legislature can propose 
new laws, usually the party in power proposes the 
new laws and the opposition parties criticize them, 
trying to improve them or to have them rejected. 
Once a proposal, called a bill, is passed by a 
provincial legislature, it is signed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor and becomes law. The fed- 
eral system, on the other hand, also involves a 
Senate, whose members are not elected but ap- 
pointed. Senators re-examine bills passed by the 
House of Commons, and the Governor-General 
signs such bills to make them laws only after the 
Senate has passed them as well. 

Some political parties in Canada are active at 
only one or two levels of government. Others are 
active at all three levels. The major federal parties, 
the ones which have had members in the federal 
parliament for the last 10 years or longer, are the 
Liberal Party, the Progressive Conservative Party, 
the New Democratic Party, and the Social Credit 
Party. You should know the names of the Prime 
Minister, your Premier and the leaders of the offi- 
cial opposition in the federal government and in 
your province. These people make many of the 
important statements in the day-to-day affairs of 
our country. 
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Passage of legislation 


Bill prepared by responsible Minister and De- 
partment of Justice and approved by Cabinet. 


—— 
V 


First Reading in either Senate or House of 
Commons: reading of title and brief explanation 
of Bill. Most Bills, and all money Bills, are 
introduced in the House of Commons. 
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Second Reading in the same House of Par- 
liament: debate and vote on principle of Bill. 
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Consideration by appropriate Parliamentary 
Committee: clause by clause examination of Bill. 


ae 
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Report Stage and vote on any amendment pre- 
pared by Committee. 
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Third Reading and vote. 
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Introduction of Bill into other House of Parliament 
and repetition of the process. 
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The Governor-General in presence of Senate and 
House of Commons assents to Bill and signs it into 
law. 
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Your representatives 
in government 


It is also important to know who your federal, 
provincial or territorial and municipal representa- 
tives are. They represent you in government be- 
cause you live in their electoral districts. It doesn’t 
matter what political party you support: represen- 
tatives represent all of their constituents. They are 
your link to government. They can represent your 
views when arguing for or against a proposed law. 
They can bring any topic of concern out into the 
open and demand answers. They can help you if 
you require services from government or have a 
problem with any level of government. 

It is easy to get in touch with your government 
representatives. For instance, you can write to 
your Member of Parliament just by putting his or 
her name and House of Commons, Ottawa on 
the envelope. Some representatives have constit- 
uency offices, especially in urban areas. You can 
drop in or phone to talk to the representative or 
the office staff. Some representatives send news- 
letters to constituents, to tell you what has been 
happening in your government. They might ask 
you to send back your comments on particular 
issues. This is another convenient way to tell your 
government representatives what you want for 
your country. 
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How voting takes pl place 


When you vote, you will be given a ballot, a slip 
of paper on which you indicate which candidate 
you prefer. The ballot for a federal election bears 
the name of each candidate, in alphabetical order, 
with the name of the political party he or she 
belongs to (if any). To vote, you mark an X in the 
space after the name of the candidate you prefer. 

You have to be at least 18 years old and a 
Canadian citizen to vote in a federal election. You 
vote in the electoral district where you reside at 
that time. Your name should be on one of the 
voters’ lists for that district. These are lists of 
names used on election day to make sure that 
only those people who are eligible to vote actu- 
ally do vote. The voters’ lists in most provinces are 
made up before each election by enumerators 
who come to your door to ask if you are eligible to 
vote (some provinces have permanent voters’ 
lists). Copies of the lists are then posted in public 


places, such as on utility poles and in apartment 
building lobbies, well in advance of election day. 
If you see that your name is not on the list, you 
can have the mistake corrected at a revisal office. 
Watch the newspapers for the location and hours 
of this office. If you live in an urban area, you will 
not be permitted to vote unless your name is on 
the list before election day. 

There are different rules for other elections. In 
some provincial elections, some people who are 
not Canadian citizens can vote too. A person may 
have to live there for a certain period of time to be 
eligible. Most municipalities have length-of- 
residence requirements. The minimum age for 
voting also varies. But the basic pattern is the 
same — voters’ lists, ballots bearing the names of 
the candidates for your district, and voting by 
secret ballot. 


1. Enumerators visit your home before the election. 
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2. They record the names of all eligible voters. 


3. Make sure your name is on the voters’ list. 
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5. You vote by secret ballot. 


Ae 


7. The ballots are counted. 


it) 


4. At the polling station, check in and receive a ballot. 


6. Deputy Returning Officer pl 


aces ballots in ballot box. 
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8. Results are announced to the public. 


Photos: Projex Films, Montreal 
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There are many other aspects of our political 
structure than the basic ideas presented in this 
pamphlet. For instance, this pamphlet has not 
detailed the other powers of the Senate: to 
initiate some forms of legislation and to study 
problems of special concern to the federal gov- 
ernment. It has not mentioned the schoo! boards 
which operate public schools in Canada, and to 
which you may be eligible to vote representatives 
or to stand for election yourself. It has not men- 
tioned the regional governments found in some 
areas of Canada, which are chosen in a variety of 
ways. Try to learn more about these institutions as 
you participate in your country’s political life by 
following news reports, discussing politics with 
your friends, joining a political party, voting, run- 
ning for political office and perhaps, one day, 
becoming a Prime Minister. 

We hope that this information will help you feel 
more at home in your new homeland, Canada. As 
a Canadian citizen, you will have a sense of be- 
longing to a democratic country where individual 
freedom is respected and where you can partici- 
pate freely in political and social activities to pro- 
tect your freedom and improve your country. You 
are encouraged to share your native culture with 
your fellow Canadians at the same time as you 
learn from them. We hope you will continue to 
learn about Canada, from friends and travel, 
through books, magazines, radio and television, 
and that you have a happy and prosperous life as 
a Canadian. 
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Notes 


Questions to ask a friend — a teacher — a 
librarian — or the Citizenship Court judge. 
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